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10th Biannual Dinner in the Meadow 
Sunday, September 13, 2026 
Meadow Lane Farm, Louisburg, NC 

The much-anticipated Dinner in the Meadow will take place at Meadow Lane Farm in 
Louisburg, North Carolina on September 13, 2026. This annual event showcases some 
of the best chefs in the region, paired with local farmers to create truly unique 
experience. 

What is Dinner in the Meadow? 
Every other year, we invite the region’s best chefs and local farmers and food artisans 
to volunteer their time and expertise as we create a truly unique Farm to Fork 
experience. Guests are treated to some truly amazing dishes, lovingly prepared by the 
folks that grew the food and the ones that craft some amazing dishes. In addition to 
plenty of food and drink, we have lots of music, a silent auction and plenty of 
opportunities for old friends to connect and new friendships to be made.  

Who Benefits from the Dinner in the Meadow? 
The annual Dinner in the Meadow benefits the Leonard-Mobley Small Farm Fund, (a 
501(c)(3) non-profit), which provides grants to encourage and support small farms in 
central and eastern North Carolina. Founded in 2014, the Fund works to aid the 
development and long-term sustainability of small farms through an annual grant 
program. Proceeds from Dinner in the Meadow support a small farm owner selected by 
the Fund, based on application. 
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Dinner in the Meadow
September 13, 2026 

Louisburg, NC 

The Fund was established to honor the memory of two extraordinary North Carolina 
farmers: Marjorie Leonard and Jerry Stephen Mobley. 

Marjorie Louise Gardner Leonard (October 28, 1921 – March 17, 2012), loved the 
land of her family farm and the good life it provided. The first girl in her family to attend 
college, she went on to earn a Bachelor of Science degree in Home Economics and 
Science from East Carolina University and a master’s degree from UNC-Greensboro, 
where she also completed her PhD coursework. Her greatest love was the land and the 
people of  her family’s farm, the Leonard Farm, an enterprise she managed and 
operated from 1996 until her death in 2012. 

Jerry Stephen Mobley, born in 1955, was a passionate agribusinessman and owner of 
Meadow Lane Farm in Louisburg, North Carolina. A magna cum laude graduate of N.C. 
State University with a Master’s Degree in Animal Science, he worked for the N.C. 
Department of Agriculture as a livestock marketing specialist. He was also dedicated to 
the Durham Farmers Market, serving as President of the Board of Directors. Steve was 
a lover of agriculture, poetry, and North Carolina history, and took joy in cooking and 
entertaining for family and friends. His life was a testament to his belief in agriculture 
and his commitment to supporting small farmers. 

Location of the Dinner in the Meadow: 
Meadow Lane Farm 
571 Leonard Farm Road, Louisburg NC 27549 US 
Phone: +1-919-495-1305     |     E-mail: dinnerinthemeadow@gmail.com 

Buy your tickets at: https://dinnerinthemeadow-nc.eventbrite.com 

Highlights include: 
• The Dinner in the Meadow is a community meal held annually at the Meadow

Lane Farm, offering guests a chance to savor dishes prepared by outstanding
chefs using locally sourced ingredients.

• The Dinner in the Meadow and the Leonard-Mobley Small Farm Fund event is
dedicated to preserving culinary heritage and cultures and supporting those
working tirelessly in the agricultural sector.

mailto:dinnerinthemeadow@gmail.com
mailto:dinnerinthemeadow@gmail.com
https://dinnerinthemeadow-nc.eventbrite.com/


Dinner in the Meadow
September 13, 2026 

Louisburg, NC 

Dinner in the Meadow  |  Leonard-Mobley Small Farm Fund 
571 Leonard Farm Road, Louisburg NC 27549 US 

Ph. (919) 495-1305          |       dinnerinthemeadow@gmail.com 

• The Leonard-Mobley Small Farm Fund, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, was
established in 2014 to support and cultivate small farms in central and eastern
North Carolina.

• The Fund aids the development and long-term sustainability of small farms
through an annual grants program, with proceeds from the Dinner in the Meadow
event supporting a selected small farmers.

• The Dinner in the Meadow is organized by dedicated volunteers, farmers and
chefs, who work tirelessly to create a memorable experience, with the setting
offering breathtaking views of the 1,000 acre farm.

• Tickets for the Dinner in the Meadow sell out quickly each year, indicating its
popularity and the community's support for the cause.

• The Fund operates with the mission of honoring the memory of two exceptional
North Carolina farmers, Marjorie Leonard and Jerry Stephen Mobley,
demonstrating a deep-rooted respect for the farming community and Louisburg,
NC.

Target Audience:  
The Dinner in the Meadow event is aimed at those who have a deep appreciation for 
local agriculture and the farming community in North Carolina. This includes local 
farmers themselves, creators of artisanal food products, and “foodies” from far and 
wide. The event also appeals to those who support non-profit organizations, especially 
those with a focus on sustainable agriculture and community growth, as well as 
individuals who are keen on aiding small farmers in achieving their full potential. 

2024 Chefs included: 
• Chef Serge Falcoz-Vigne      |     Bodega Tapas, Wine and Rum
• Chef Stephanie Klos    |    21c Museum Hotel Durham’s Counting House
• Chef Trenton Shank     |     Plum Southern Kitchen & Bar
• Chef Tie Whittaker     |     Buttermilk Boutique
• Chef Kyle Wilkerson     |     Wilkerson Catering & Co.

Farmers Include: 
TBA 
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Learn more about Dinner in the Meadow & the Leonard-Mobley Small Farm Fund: 
Website: https://www.dinnerinthemeadow.org/ 
Tickets via Eventbrite: https://dinnerinthemeadow-nc.eventbrite.com  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/dinnerinthemeadow 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/dinnerinthemeadow/ 
X (formerly Twitter): https://twitter.com/dinnerinthemeadow 
Linktree:  https://linktr.ee/dinnerinthemeadow  
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/dinner-in-the-meadow-for-the-leonard-
mobley-small-farm-fund-73961a2a2/  

Special Thanks to Our Sponsors: 
We would like to extend our immense gratitude to the Businesses and individuals that 
have been a part of the Dinner in the Meadow event from the beginning and those that 
have joined us over the last nine years. Their generosity is one of the many reasons the 
Dinner has been so successful, and we look forward to building and strengthening these 
partnerships as we forge ahead.  

INFORMATION FOR PRESS: 

Members of the Press are required to purchase tickets for the Dinner in the Meadow 
(available on Eventbrite). Please register your press credentials with Lisa Forehand at 
dinnerinthemeadow@gmail.com. 
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